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Besides teaching two plein air workshops for the Oklahoma Pastel Society – the first of which was mostly taught indoors due to yucky weather – Clive Tyler’s painting demonstration at our October meeting was outstanding.  How he utilizes his preliminary sketches and his thoughts on the importance of underpainting are just two examples of the topics Clive discussed.  Thanks, Clive, for an informative and entertaining program!
November Program – SHEILA MINNICH
Midwest City artist Sheila Minnich will be demonstrating how she uses pastel on Suede matboard.  She says that by observing the subject, she generally know which medium she will use – some things just look better in oils, some in colored pencils and still others in pastels.  The softer look of animals done in pastels on the Suede matboard is a favorite of Sheila’s.  She has been working with soft pastels for just 3 years and is mostly self-taught.  Taking workshops whenever she can, Sheila is, however, very particular about the artists she will take from.  Some of her favorite artists are Jack Vettriano, Leslie Harrison, Edward Hopper and Susan Ogilvie.  

Sheila works mainly in three mediums – oils, pastels and colored pencils.  She is a Signature Member of the Colored Pencil Society of America.  Some of her many awards include Honorable Mention in The Artist’s Magazine Competition in 2006 for a painting done in colored pencil; Honorable Mention in both 2006 and 2007 in The Pastel Journal’s “Pastel 100” competition; Best of Show winner in the Spring 2008 OPS Paseo show as well as 1st Place Winner in the Oklahoma Art Guild’s Small Works Show in Summer 2008; and the 2nd Place Winner in the Still Life/Floral category of this fall’s OPS show at The Great Frame Up.  
Sheila’s demonstration will be the highlight of our meeting on Monday, NOVEMBER 10th, at the Will Rogers Garden Center, 3400 N.W. 36th Street, in Oklahoma City; the meeting begins at 6:30 p.m.  If you need directions, please call Sue Ann at 405-330-5467 or email her at sueann1022@cox.net.  Bring your own non-alcoholic beverage to enjoy with the snacks that Pam Brewer and Becky Way are providing.  And bring a painting – see below!
Future programs and other stuff
The OPS board and membership have gathered together some extremely excellent artists – some local and some not – who will be presenting programs through May 2009.  After our Christmas break, look forward to seeing demos by Mitsuno Reedy, Dale Martin, Becky Way, Ted Majka (who judged our recent Fall 2008 Show at The Great Frame Up), Debby Kaspari and who knows who else!  We might even find a way to fit in the Pastel Society of America’s annual show too.  

“Other Ideas” – We’re ARE having both a door prize and a Members’ show at the November meeting!  So sign up when you get to the meeting for the door prize and don’t forget to bring at painting for the Members’ Show!
Another “idea” – make a donation (either monetary or specifically requested supplies) to a local school’s art program.  The art programs at so many schools are being cut back more and more each year; if we can help in some way, then let’s do it!

Yet another “idea” and directly related to Terry Ludwig’s recent workshop – APRONS!  Terry wears a great, functional apron while he teaches and paints; it turns out that Janie Schmitz knows where to get them.  And we even know of someone who can embroider the OPS logo and/or each person’s name on their apron.  We’ll talk about this at the September meeting!

 Fall 2008 Show at The Great Frame Up 
As mentioned earlier, pastel artist Ted Majka, from Yukon, judged this year’s show.  Now, I’m going to apologize in advance – while I have the names and categories of all the winning artists, I don’t have the names of each of their winning paintings.  The WINNING ARTISTS are:
Marie Kash Weltzheimer – Best of Show

Linda Battles – Landscape, 1st Place

Phyllis Baker – Landscape, 2nd Place

Jan Hutchinson – Landscape, 3rd Place

Jude Tolar – Still Life/Floral, 1st Place

Sheila Minnich – Still Life/Floral, 2nd Place

Jimi Layman – Still Life/Floral, 3rd Place

Larry Layton – Portrait, 1st Place

Sherri Brown Hicks – Portrait, 2nd Place

Ella Moore – Portrait, 3rd Place

Glenda Ross – Animal, 1st Place

Linda Hiller – Animal, 2nd Place

Ronda Zenker – Animal, 3rd Place

Congratulations to ALL of the WINNING ARTISTS!  
Also, a great, big THANK YOU! goes to Kathy and Jim Benson of The Great Frame Up for once again letting the Oklahoma Pastel Society take over their wonderful frame shop for our show.  You two are simply the best!

Now, just because the Fall 2008 show is over doesn’t mean you can slack off.  Keep on painting those wonderful pastel paintings because we’ll have a month-long show in Paseo in March 2009!  If you have experience staging and/or promoting a show, please lend a hand.  Give Jan a call at 405-613-4426 and get involved in the fun.  
Workshop News
Becky Way has tentatively set the 3rd weekend of February 2009 for a 2-day workshop.   It might be her “It’s All About the Strokes, Folks” workshop OR it might be something else that’s new and exciting.  Stay tuned for the details as they become available!  (Actually, Becky has more information available about her upcoming workshop…but I left that email at the office.  However, you can check her website, www.beckyway.com or go to the OPS website, www.okpastel.org to for more details!)  And while we’re “talking” about Becky Way, her painting “Two of a Kind” which was one of The Pastel Journal’s Creative Spark Challenge winners in 2008 is shown not just once but twice in the magazine’s December 2008 issue.  Becky’s painting is not only the highlight (in my opinion!) on page 14 but was also used as the artwork for the “Columns” listing on page 2 of the magazine.  
Marie Kash Weltzheimer will be teaching several workshops in Ardmore, all in conjunction with her exhibition at the Charles B. Goddard Center (in Ardmore) of Southwest and Oklahoma Pastel landscapes.  The show will run from November 25, 2008 through January 9, 2009.   A closing reception, will be on January 9th, beginning at 6:00 p.m., with entertainment provided by well-known local guitarist Edgar Cruz.  Workshops for area students and adults are tentatively scheduled for January 15and 16, 2009.
And Sheila Minnich has information about a July 2009 workshop being taught by Canadian pastel artist Diana Ponting (we’ll get that info for you soon too!)  Ms. Ponting’s work, which is extremely detailed and absolutely stunning, was featured in a recent issue of The Pastel Journal.
As we’ve said before, the Oklahoma Pastel Society is definitely blessed to have so many talented artists who are not only willing but are also extremely qualified to conduct great workshops.  Let Pam Brewer, workshop chair, know who you’d like to have here to teach a workshop – both our own talented members and others from other areas of the state and country.
We know you’ve done “stuff” recently…

Quite a few members of the Oklahoma Pastel Society had paintings hanging in the recent Oklahoma Art Guild show at 50 Penn Place, which ran through October.  And quite a few of the winning artists are also OPS members!  Jude Tolar (2nd place for “Pendulous Pears”) and Sheila Minnich (3rd place for “White Petunias) both won in the “Chardin” category.  Georgia Vaughn (3rd place for “Acrobat”)  placed in the “Durer” category; Sylvia “Sue” Rogers (1st place for “Into the Walnut”) and Jan Hutchinson (Honorable Mention for “Water Interrupted”)  received awards in the “Moran” category.  Congratulations to you all!

Phyllis Baker received “Best of Show” and “Artist Choice” honors at the Edmond Art Association’s annual Fall Show at Spring Creek Plaza on October 25th.  Way to go Phyllis! 
Cynthia Wolf and Jan Hutchinson are two of nineteen Oklahoma Women Artists whose art is included in Lessons from an Oklahoma Girlhood, Dorothy Alexander’s new collection of writings.  All of the art in Ms. Alexander’s book was inspired by her poetry.  This art exhibit continues through November 29th in the historic Paseo District at Adelante! Gallery, 3003 Paseo, Oklahoma City.  Please phone 405-525-4039 or go online at www.cynthiadanielwolf.com for more details.
And a few more things
Please welcome our newest member (and 1st Place winner for her wonderful “Animal” category painting) Glenda Ross!  The newly updated Oklahoma Pastel Society roster is included with this email or in the “regular” mailed copy of this newsletter.
Have you paid your annual OPS dues yet?  Hope so!  But if you haven’t, it’s not too late.  Please send your check for $30 to Oklahoma Pastel Society, P.O. Box 75696, Oklahoma City, OK 73147.  We appreciate your participation and support.
Make sure you check out the absolutely smashing OPS website OFTEN!  Web-guru, Becky Way, is always adding fun stuff that you need to see and read to the website.  For instance, if you check it out now, you can see works by those who took either – or both! – of Clive Tyler’s recent workshops.  If you don’t have anything in the Members’ Gallery section, email one of your paintings, along with some biographical info, to Becky at beckyway@cox.net so she can add YOUR work to that page.   Thanks!
You might already have this information but just in case…The Oklahoma Art Guild has announced a Call for Entries for “Oklahoma Friendly,” their 2009 National Juried Exhibition.  Here’s a brief timeline:  entries are due January 17, 2009 with acceptance notification by January 30, 2009; show dates are March 6 through April 11 at City Arts Center with an opening reception on March 5, 2009.  Guest Judge is Oklahoma artist Jim Keffer.  Contact Pat Lynn Moses, Show Chair, at 405-949-9983 or moses1100@cox.net for more information!
Hopefully all of you received an email a few weeks ago about an opportunity to show and sell your artworks at the newly renovated Frankoma Pottery factory in Sapulpa Oklahoma.  Here’s the “official” information:

“In honor of its 75th Anniversary, Frankoma Pottery has renovated its factory store, added a museum with several thousand collectible pieces, and added an Oklahoma Department of Transportation Visitor Center.  To take advantage of the increase in traffic through the store, we’re interested in adding other products of Oklahoma interest (mostly made in Oklahoma, but a few made in USA products which have Oklahoma interest – like books.)  We are interested in any type of art item, but are most focused on ‘products’ which can be on display rather than one-of-a-kind art works.  We also prefer artists who are used to selling their product wholesale and understand a discount schedule (for example, when we wholesale our products, the discount is typically 50%.)  Contact Joe Ragosta at Joe@Ragosta.com with photos and ocst of your Oklahoma gift items you would like for him to consider putting in his gift shop.”  

The information in the paragraph above is somewhat different and considerably more detailed than the information made available to us earlier.  (By the way, Mr. Ragosta is the new president of Frankhoma Pottery.)  If after reading – carefully! – the above information and you are interested in pursuing this opportunity, you must contact Mr. Ragosta and Frankoma yourself.
See you at the meeting!
Monday, November 10th, 6:30 p.m.

Will Rogers Garden Center

DEMO BY SHEILA MINNICH!
